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1.  Defining records

1. Nature of threats

2. Protecting government archives

3. Protecting non-government materials

4. Advance planning

5. Role of copies



1.  Threats

Fire, accidental

Fire, arson

Flooding, from outside

Flooding, from inside

Earthquake

Other natural causes



1.  Threats

Civil disorder

Terrorism

Armed conflict

Removal by occupying forces



1.  Threats

Inherent instability

Bacteria, insects and rodents

Mold and humidity

Dust

Pollution



1.  Threats

Bad storage conditions

Lack of restoration capacity

Bad restoration

Neglect

Loss while moving offices



1.  Threats

Administrative order

Unauthorized destruction

Theft

Damage from use



2. Protecting government archives

Identify records important for human rights

Decide which to save (appraisal)

Draft “Basic Principles on the Role of 

Archivists in Support of Human Rights,” 

Principle 3:  “Archivists consider in each 

appraisal decision the utility of the records to 

support or identify a claim of human rights” 



2. Protecting government archives

Transfer custody

Ensure facility’s physical integrity

Security copy of electronic records in other 

geographic location



2. Protecting government archives

International instruments

Universal Declaration of Human Rights

UN Special Rapporteurs

1997 right to freedom of opinion

1997 Joinet report on impunity

2005 Updated Set of Principles to

Combat Impunity



2. Protecting government archives

International instruments, continued

2004 Joint Declaration, UN, OSCE and OAS 

Special Rapporteurs/Representatives

2013 report, Special Rapporteur on promotion 

of truth, justice, reparation and guarantees of 

non-recurrence



2.  Protecting government 

archives
International instruments, continued

2013 Global Principles on National Security 

and the Right to Information (Tshwane)

Draft “Basic Principles on the Role of 

Archivists in Support of Human Rights”



3.  Protecting non-government 

archives and personal papers

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 12:

“No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference 

with his privacy, family, home or correspondence, 

nor to attacks upon his honour or reputation.  

Everyone has the right to the protection of law 

against such interference or attacks.”



3.  Protecting non-governmental 

archives and personal papers

Seizures

2014:  China, Uighur advocate

2013:  El Salvador, NGO Pro-Busqueda

2013:  Pakistan, Baluchistan advocate

2013:  Russia and Zimbabwe, NGO raids

2012:  Brazil, NGO Tortura Nunca Mais

2012:  Uzbekistan, private businesses



4.  Advance planning

Disaster plans and training

Pre-emptive relocation

Natural disasters 

War

1954 Hague Convention for the 

Protection of Cultural Property in the 

event of Armed Conflict



4.  Advance planning

Successful relocations

Vietnam

Bosnia

Mali (Timbuktu)

Iraq



5. Creating copies

Cloud storage

Cooperating institutions

Government of Switzerland



A final point

Draft “Basic Principles on the Role of 

Archivists in Support of Human Rights”

Principle 13: “When archivists discover 

records that appear to document violations of 

human rights, whether in their holdings or in 

records or personal papers that are not yet 

transferred to an archives, archivists notify the 

pertinent authorities so that the materials can 

be reviewed for possible use in legal action.”



A final point

And Principle 20:  “Archivists who make 

disclosure of information showing human 

rights violations or international 

humanitarian law violations, regardless of 

whether the information is classified or 

otherwise confidential, and who at the time 

of disclosure have reasonable grounds to 



A final point, continued

believe that the information disclosed tends

to show wrongdoing, have the right to report

to an appropriate authority any measure of

retaliation or the threat of retaliation in 

relation to the protected disclosure.”



Preservation is not a problem to be 

solved; it is a program to be managed.

It matters.


